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Session Rules of Etiquette

• Please silence your electronic devices.

• Please complete the session evaluation using the AACRAO mobile 

app.

• If you must leave the session early, please do so as discreetly as 

possible

• Please avoid side conversation during the session

Thank you for your cooperation!















Types and Features of 

Official Documents, including:

• Diplômes nationaux

• Relevés de notes

• Attestations de réussite

• Diplômes d’établissement



Glossary

Mention (1) = Major

Mention (2) = degree class

(1)
(2)





Glossary
Relevé de notes 
(et résultats)

transcript

Unité d'Enseignement
(UE)

Educational 

Unit/Module 

(typically represents 

2-6 classes of 

similar theme)

Session (S1, S2) Exam period

S1: typically in June

S2 (or rattrapage): 

retake session, 

typically July (taken 

when S1 was failed)

Admis Admitted

Ajourné Failed

When a student does not pass the 

module or course, the credits 

granted usually do not appear on 

the transcript. One can often guess 

the credits based on the sum of the 

passed modules.



Typical relevé de 
notes, but is there 

something missing 

for this to be 

considered official?

For France, no, but 

for the US, yes!



Typical signatures seen:

Doyen (dean)

Directeur/trice (director or 

department head)

Responsable (head 

professor)

Tip: Scan all records so you 

can compare signatures!



Maîtrise diploma no longer 

awarded consistently. 

Represents successful 

completion of first year of a 

two-year Master.



Corresponding relevé de notes for 

maîtrise. Does not identify itself as a 

record for a maîtrise program, 

but, rather, as a record for the "1st 

Year of Master."





bonus points!

Conciliatory bonus 

points may be awarded 

when the student is very 

close to a 10-average for 

the year.

They are also sometimes 

awarded for 

participation in sports.

Glossary

M2 (Master 2) = 2nd year of master's



Doctoral programs in France 

usually do not include 

required coursework. You 

can ask for a relevé de notes, 

but it is unlikely they will be 

able to provide one.



Diplôme d’établissement Certain institutions, such as the 

grandes écoles, will offer a 

diploma specific to their own 

programs/institution. Few 

institutions have the 

authorization to do this, and 

they are typically prestigious. 



National diploma for a technical 

postsecondary qualification



Diploma for a program registered in the 

RNCP. While a diploma such as this one may 

be assigned a level (niveau) analogous to a 

licence or master—this mostly refers to the 

number of years the program requires after 

the bac. These programs focus more on 

professional preparedness as opposed to 

academic rigor. 

Glossary

Répertoire Nationale des 
Certifications 
Professionnelles = National 

Repertory of Professional 

Certificates



Record variation examples:

• Diplômes may not always be readily available. 

What can you accept in their place?

• Official relevés de notes could list coursework for 

one semester, one year, the entire program, one 

exam session, etc.

• Records may lack information about Erasmus or 

other study abroad programs.



If the diplôme is not available, 

you may consider accepting an 

attestation de réussite au diplôme
in its place.

Glossary

attestation de réussite
au diplôme = 
Attestation of success in 

the diploma

décerné(e) = conferred

“University of Rouen
Attestation of Success in the Diploma

The General Secretary of the University of Rouen attests that
the Licentiate of Language Sciences

Major in French as a Foreign Language
was conferred to 
Mr. _________

born on _____ in __________
for the 2003/2004 university year with the classification of Good”

Variations in format may exist 

(color/borders/watermarks, etc.), but an 

attestation will nearly always be a simple 

document with a dominant space in the middle.



Confusingly, you may see 

an attestation de réussite. 

This attestation is nearly 

the same as the attestation 
de réussite au diplôme; 

however, the degree 

conferral language is not as 

strong.

“University of Paris Diderot – Paris 7
Attestation of Success

The Director of the department of E.I.L.A. attests that
Ms. ___________

born on _____ in __________
was declared admitted to the level of
Licentiate of English and Spanish 3A

for the 2009/2010 university year with the classification of Fairly Good
and acquired 180 European credits”



Relevé de notes format variation

This relevé de notes shows 

grades for the June 1999 

exam session for each 

module. More detailed 

grades for each module are 

to follow.



First module (UE) results from June 

1999 session only. As this applicant 

failed many modules, the complete 

relevé de notes ended up being over 

40 pages long for a three-year 

program!

Glossary

Échec = Fail (used 

interchangeably with 

ajourné)



As you have seen, 

records from one 

institution to the next 

are consistently 

inconsistent in France. 

If something looks odd, 

it never hurts to ask 

about it! Just one grade/course 

for the entire year?



In this case, the 

home institution 

(University of 

Toulouse I) listed a 

year’s worth of 
study abroad transfer 

credit as just one 

grade for the year on 

its transcript.

Student participated 

in an Erasmus 

program, which is a 

primarily European-

wide agreement 

among universities 

that facilitates easy 

enrollment and 

credit transferability 

for European 

students.



Cultural Differences that Commonly 

Lead to Frustration

• Grading

• Concours

• Lost in Translation: licence =/= bachelor



But if less than 10 is a failing grade, why would we see 

these for a student who has passed their year/program?

France United States

16.0 - 20.0 Très Bien Very Good A = 4.00

14.0 - 15.9 Bien Good A- = 3.70

12.0 - 13.9 Assez Bien Fairly Good B = 3.00

10.0 - 11.9 Passable Sufficient C = 2.00

0.0 - 09.9 F = 0.00

AACRAO (and IERF) Recommended Grading Scale Conversion



• Students are awarded condoned/conceded passes and credits 

for modules with failed courses, so long as the yearly average 

is above 10.0.

• In some cases when a student is very close to a yearly average 

of 10.0, a jury may meet to discuss the student’s fate. 
Conciliatory bonus points may be awarded. It is possible for a 

student to get less than a 10.0 yearly average each year of their 

program and still be awarded their degree!

Condoned/Conceded Passes



Student earned less than 

10/20 (or 50% of however 

many points total) in first 

module

But for the yearly 

average, the 

student earned 

above 10, so the 

student has 

validated all 60 

ECTS credits for 

the year.



Why do so many French students have such horrible grades?

• Depending on the program/institution/instructor, the student may be graded 

harshly to encourage them to study harder for the next round of examinations. 

(Classes préparatoires are graded notoriously harshly, for example.) 

• Culturally, postsecondary instructors are encouraged to maintain an average 

of 10-12 for each of their classes. They may not award high grades because 

they are encouraged to keep a traditional bell curve.

• Passing candidates for a concours may get below a 10.0 because of the 

competitive nature of the exam.



Concours (Competitive Exams)

• How does a concours work?

• Students admitted on the basis of slots available

• CAPES  (teaching concours at secondary level, taken after M1)

2017:       7,315 intern teaching positions available

19,342 candidates sat exam

English CAPES grade average for admitted candidates: 6.7 / 20

• When is a concours taken?

• Entrance to difficult programs (engineering, grandes écoles, 

medicine . . . )

• Entrance to stage positions
Glossary

stage = internship



S
= selection (usually                  

including concours)

You may not want or need to look at 

the student’s concours results, but it 

is worth understanding that, 

culturally, passing these exams is 

very important to a student. For many 

programs, students may care more 

about passing these exams than they 

do about their course grades.



Lost in Translation
Beware of frustrations 

that arise just because a 

student may believe 

that licence translates 

to “bachelor’s degree.”



When seen on a French document, 

the term “bachelor” should not be 
taken at face value. 

The previous slide shows a 

national diploma using 

“bachelor” for a three-year 

licence program. The present 

slide uses it for a five-year 

engineering program.



Trends in French Higher Ed

A) Policies

• Merging universities

• Change in selectivity

• Bac reform



Trends in French Higher Ed

B) Programs

• Programs in English

 http://taughtie.campusfrance.org/

• Double and joint degrees

http://taughtie.campusfrance.org/


Questions?



Thank You!
Christin Neary

Olivier Ngo

Mar Roig Ripoll

Please complete the session evaluation using the AACRAO 
mobile app.

Session ID #1191

Come visit Christin at the IERF booth #713!


