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APL Accreditation of Prior Learning
CATS Credit Accumulation and Transfer System
BTEC Business Technician and Education Council
HND Higher National Diploma
ECTS European Credit Transfer System
QCDA Qualification and Curriculum Development Agency
NVQ National Vocational Qualifications
NQF National Qualifications Framework
FHEQ Framework for Higher Education Qualifications
UCAS Universities and Colleges Admissions Services
AQA Assessments and Qualifications Alliance
ACCA Association of Charted Certified Accountants
QCF Qualifications and Credit Framework
NDAQ National Database of Accredited Qualifications
QAA Quality Assurance Agency (of Higher Education)



INTRODUCTION

• Vocational/secondary, higher education, 
EducationUSA and UK student coming to the 
U.S.

• Tools available to understand information 
available on the web and academic records

• Intermediate/Advanced presentation
• You may want to fill in the worksheet as we 

speak about each acronym
• Handout has space for notes



NQF (National Qualifications Framework)
by Traci

FHEQ (Framework for Higher Education 
Qualifications)

by Ujjaini



VARIOUS TYPES OF LEVELS

• National Qualifications Framework (NQF)
-Qualifications and Credit Framework 
(QCF)

• National Vocational Qualifications (NVQ)
• Framework for Higher Education 

Qualifications (FHEQ)



NVQ LEVELS

• Levels 1-5
• Levels relevant to ability to complete a 

work task and not the academic level



NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 
FRAMEWORK (NQF)

• Developed by Qualifications and Curriculum 
Development Agency (QCDA)

• Now 9 levels (including entry level) and 
aligned with university-level qualifications

• Now NVQ level 3 = NQF level 3
• NQF will soon become QCF (Qualifications 

and Credit Framework)



EXAMPLES OF NQF LEVELS

• Level 3: A Level, National Diploma, 
National Certificate

• Level 5: HND, HNC
• Level 6: Level 6 Professional Diploma 

(comparable to an FHEQ bachelor’s 
degree)



EXAMPLE: MANAGEMENT
Entry level No prior experience.
Level 1 GCSE D-G grades. This level covers routine tasks 

and basic knowledge.
Level 2 GCSE A-C grades. You need to have some knowledge 

or experience of the area.
Level 3 A-level. Covers more complex work and will help you 

develop your supervisory skills.
Level 4 Foundation degree. By now you would need to be 

a specialist in the area.
Level 5 HND/Undergraduate. Most likely you'll have 

management experience by this point.
Level 6 Honours degree/Graduate. For senior managers.
Level 7 Postgraduate level.
Level 8 As high as you can go.



NQF 
(developed by the 

QCDA and its counter-
parts)

Ofqual, DCELLS
and the CCEA

Recognizes the 
awarding bodies

Regulates qualifications 
awarded by the 
awarding bodies

ACCA, OCR, 
City and Guilds,

Edexcel, etc.

RECOGNIZING AND AWARDING BODIES



AWARDING BODIES IN THE NQF

• 110 awarding bodies!
• National Database of Accredited 

Qualifications (NDAQ)
• Some examples: Association of Chartered 

Certified Accountants, City & Guilds, 
Edexcel Ltd., OCR, Thames Valley 
University, Welsh Joint Education 
Committee, McDonalds!!!



AWARDING BODY: ASSESSMENTS AND 
QUALIFICATIONS ALLIANCE (AQA)

Leading provider of general secondary 
qualifications

• GCSE, A-Levels, AQA Bacc, Diploma



AWARDING BODY: CITY AND GUILDS
Leading provider of vocational qualifications
• National Vocational Qualifications (NVQ)

– Earning the Award, Certificate or Advanced 
Diploma in either Craft or Technician

• Higher Level Qualifications (HLQ) at various 
levels
– Higher Professional Diploma (level 4)
– Master Professional Diploma (level 7)



EXAMPLE: CITY AND GUILDS





AWARDING BODY: EDEXCEL

Academic Pre-University:
• GCSE, GCE, IGCSE

Vocational:
• NVQs
• BTEC



AWARDING BODY: OXFORD, CAMBRIDGE 
AND RSA EXAMS (OCR)
Academic Pre-University:

• GCSE and A Levels
• Components toward Welsh Baccalaureate

Vocational:
• Many vocational qualifications at all levels
• OCR Nationals (levels 1-3)



LEVEL 3: EDEXCEL VERSUS OCR



AWARDING BODY: THAMES VALLEY 
UNIVERSITY

• Academic courses (honours, foundation, 
postgraduate, etc.)

• Higher Levels and other vocational 
qualifications (levels 1-3) in music, drama and 
speech

• Also provides preparation for A Levels, ACCA 
examinations, BTEC (awarded by Edexcel)



AWARDING BODY: ASSOCIATION OF 
CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS

• Certified Accounting Technician (CAT)
– Nine exams that are levels 1-4

• Joint awards
• ACCA Qualification



SAMPLE OF ACCA QUALIFICATION

• Professional, but not 
found in NDAQ

• Gives access to a 
master’s degree in 
the UK



AWARDING BODY: WELSH JOINT EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE (WJEC)

• Academic Pre-University (GCSE, A Levels)
• Welsh Baccalaureate (Foundation (1), 

Intermediate (2) and Advanced (3)
– 120 UCAS tariff points, equivalent to an A 

Grade at GCE A level (Lauren)
• Limited qualifications higher than level 3, but 

many entry level qualifications



ACCESS TO HIGHER EDUCATION DIPLOMA

• Alternative to A Levels for adult learners
• Typically one year full-time
• Regulated by the QAA for Higher Education
• Nationally recognized qualification
• Making higher education more accessible



SAMPLE OF ACCESS CERTIFICATE



DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS, INNOVATION 
AND SKILLS (DBIS)

Recognized Bodies v/s Listed Bodies

QUALITY ASSURANCE AGENCY FOR HIGHER 
EDUCATION (QAA)

Framework for Higher Education Qualifications

KEY PLAYERS



ACCREDITATION

Transcript for London based 
diploma mill

� Growth of
bogus  
degrees

� Sound like
higher
education
qualifications



NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 
FRAMEWORK (NQF)

FRAMEWORK FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 
QUALIFICATIONS (FHEQ)

8 Specialist awards (rare) 8 Doctorate degrees (PhD, DPhil)

7 BTEC Advanced Professional 
Diploma

7 Master’s degrees (MA, MSc, MPhil)
Postgraduate Diplomas/Certificates

6 City and Guilds Graduateship
CIM Professional Diploma

6 Bachelor’s degrees (BA, BSc)
Graduate Diplomas/ Certificates

5 City and Guilds Full  
Technological Certificate 
BTEC HNC and HND

5 Foundation Degrees (FdA, FdSc)
Diploma of Higher Education (DipHE)
BTEC Higher National Diploma (HND) 

4 ILM (NVQ) in Management 4 Certificates of Higher Education, 
BTEC Higher National Certificate (HNC) 

STRUCTURE OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION



LEVEL 6

LEVEL 5



CREDIT SYSTEMS

� Credit Accumulation and Transfer System 
(CATS)

� Motive similar to ECTS
� Not mandatory but increasingly common
� Record student achievement systematically
� Facilitate transfer by comparing learning



FHEQ HIGHER EDUCATION QUALIFICATIONS MINIMUM
CREDIT

8 PhD/DPHIL N/A

7
MASTER’S DEGREES 180

POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 60

6
BACHELOR’S DEGREE WITH HONORS 360

PROFESSIONAL GRADUATE CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 60

5
FOUNDATION DEGREE 240

DIPLOMA OF HIGHER EDUCATION 240

4
HIGHER NATIONAL CERTIFICATE 150

CERTIFICATE OF HIGHER EDUCATION 120

CATS POINTS



CERTIFICATE OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION

� FHEQ Level 4 (maybe referred to as Level 1)
� Duration: 1 year
� Minimum CATS points: 120 (90 at Level 4)
� Entrance requirement: Flexible (e.g. A Levels, 

completion of modules, work-experience, ACCESS)
� First step towards obtaining higher level 

qualifications 





DIPLOMA OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION
� FHEQ Level 5 (maybe referred to as Levels 1 & 2)
� Duration: 2 year
� Minimum CATS points: 240 (90 at Level 5)
� Entrance requirement: Varied (e.g. GCSE, A 

Levels, UCAS points, BTEC HNC, ACCESS)
� Could be vocationally-oriented 
� Bachelor’s degree with additional year of study

(‘top up’)





FOUNDATION DEGREE

� FHEQ Level 5 (often referred to as Levels 1 & 2)
� Duration: 2 year Minimum CATS points: 240 

(90 at Level 5)
� Entrance requirement: Varies (GCSE, A Levels, 

UCAS points, work-experience, ACCESS)
� Often designed jointly by universities & employers 
� Bachelor’s degree with additional year of study 

(‘top up’)





ACCREDITATION 
OF PRIOR LEARNING 

� QAA guidelines
� Work-based or 

academic 
� Can fulfill entrance 

requirement or count 
towards the qualification

� Claiming credit = 
cost-effective way of 
financing your study 

� Masters degree without 
bachelor’s



� Levels 6 (undergraduate) or 7 (graduate)
� International or within United Kingdom
� Awarding institution (recognized body)
� Often a ‘top up’ qualification
� CATS points? 

JOINT DEGREES





MISSING RECORDS

� Missing GCSE or 
GCE examination 
certificates

� Identify 
examination board

� Confirmation of  
Result (sent 
directly)

� Cost-effective



� BTEC qualifications
� Confirmation of results 

from Edexcel
� CNAA  awards verified 

by Open University
� Lack of transcript
� Syllabus

MISSING RECORDS



SUMMARY

� Multiple routes to learning (increased access)
� Frequent policy changes
� Important to stay updated!
� Resources (e.g. British Qualifications, British 

Vocational Qualifications, UK-NARIC, 
Directgov, other websites)

� EducationUSA advisors
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Evaluating Credentials

88%

6%

5%

1%

Internally

NACES Member

List of Preferred
Evaluators

Any
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University of Maryland 
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“Our biggest concerns involve the seeming inability of 
more mature students to obtain detailed academic records 
of their university studies in the UK.”
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“I am a UK Accountant who has worked in the US since 1999 at the 
Controller and VP Finance level positions. I am an ACMA, but do not have 
a UK undergraduate degree. I want an MBA to advance my career in 3-5 
years, but the US admissions departments I’ve contacted found it too 
difficult to research the ACMA and wanted me to sign-up for a Bachelor’s 
degree.”
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“It is our school policy not to complete the general questions 
at the beginning [of the Common Application form] as we 
feel that in a highly selective school it is forseeable that a 
very strong candidate may not tick the ‘top 5% in my career' 
box and would therefore be disadvantaged.”
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